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He might have added, the importance of 
being a loving grandfather, because he was 
clearly that too. 

The 16th Chief Justice of the United 
States was given 80 years of life. He filled 
those years with purpose, a gracious spirit, 
and faithful service to God and country to 
the very end. He now goes to his rest beside 
his beloved Nan. And William H. Rehnquist 
leaves behind the gratitude of our whole Na-
tion. We’re proud of our Chief Justice, and 
America honors his memory. May God bless 
him. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. at St. 
Matthew’s Cathedral. In his remarks, he referred 
to James Rehnquist, Janet Rehnquist, and Nancy 
Spears, children of Chief Justice William H. 
Rehnquist. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Requesting 
Additional Emergency FY 2005 
Supplemental Funds 
September 7, 2005 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
On September 2nd, I signed into law Pub-

lic Law 109–61, the ‘‘Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act to Meet Imme-
diate Needs Arising From the Consequences 
of Hurricane Katrina, 2005,’’ which provided 
$10.5 billion in emergency supplemental 
funds for hurricane-related disaster relief. 

Due to the catastrophic nature of Hurri-
cane Katrina, I am asking the Congress to 
consider the enclosed request, for an addi-
tional $51.8 billion, for emergency FY 2005 
supplemental resources for the Departments 
of Defense and Homeland Security and the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 

I hereby designate this proposal in the 
amount requested herein as an emergency 
requirement. This request responds to ur-
gent needs associated with immediate re-
sponse and recovery efforts associated with 
Hurricane Katrina in Alabama, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and other affected areas. 

I urge the Congress to act expeditiously 
on this request to ensure that the Federal 
response to this disaster continues uninter-
rupted. I anticipate making a further request 

that will provide for additional response and 
recovery efforts after further assessing the 
impact of the hurricane. 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

Remarks on Hurricane Katrina 
Recovery Efforts 
September 8, 2005 

I want to thank the members of my Cabi-
net who have joined me today. Today I’m 
going to take this opportunity to speak di-
rectly to our citizens who have been dis-
placed by Hurricane Katrina. 

Many of you have been evacuated from 
the flooded and destroyed areas and now find 
yourselves far from home, without proper 
identification or even a change of clothes. So 
today I’m announcing two important steps 
that we are taking to provide you the help 
you need, steps that will cut through the red-
tape so that we get that help into your hands 
as quickly and easily as possible. 

The first step is providing every household 
with $2,000 in emergency disaster relief that 
can be used for immediate needs such as 
food or clothing or personal essentials. For 
those of you who are living in the large shel-
ters, such as the Houston Astrodome, I know 
that you don’t have cars or transportation and 
cannot get yourself to the centers to collect 
these funds. I also know that some of you 
do not have access to a savings or checking 
account or ways to cash a check. FEMA and 
Red Cross teams are either—are working or 
soon will be working with your shelters to 
meet your challenges and to get assistance 
into your hands as soon as possible. By reg-
istering for the first $2,000, you will begin 
the process of arranging for the delivery of 
other, longer term assistance that will be 
made available in the coming weeks for eligi-
ble households. For those of you who are 
staying with family members or in a rented 
room or a hotel or apartment, FEMA is also 
working to get these funds in your hands. 

Now, here are two ways that you can reg-
ister for this assistance. You can call 1–800– 
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